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Abstract

The role of religion in Romantic philosophy has always been a matter of debate. While
some scholars consider the Romantic era to be the beginning of secularization of religious
concepts, others, especially those belonging to New Historicism, associated Romantic
literature with religious debates in the public sphere. But in addition to these historical
answers, philosophical answers were also given to this question. Among the philosophical
answers, it is stated that the theology of Romantic writers is very similar to what is said in
some non-classical theologies, including postmodern theology. In this article, by
examining the comparative history of philosophy, I seek to show that examples of protest
to God in Romantic literature, especially with the construction of Faust-Promethean heroes
in the works of J.W. Goethe, M. Shelley, P. B. Shelley, and Lord Byron, resemble protest
theology. What became known as the theology of protest in the twentieth century results
from the theodicy of protesting against evil. According to this theodicy, the Almighty God
1s not necessarily good, but He may manifest His goodness after man's protest. Although
Romantic poets probably did not have the same and coherent theological system, nor did
they have the same goal of protesting to God, the concept of "protest to God" in their works
is similar to what post-Holocaust theologians called. At the end of this paper I will mention

that what elements in Romantic philosophy prepared it to protest to God.

Key words: Protestant Theology, Theodicy, Romantic Literature, Faust, Prometheus,

Secularization.
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